Screen Printing Squeegee Guide

1. What is a Squeegee?

A squeegee is a critical tool in screen printing used to push ink through a stencil (mesh screen) onto the substrate (e.g., fabric, paper, or plastic).  

Key Parts:

- **Blade**: Rubber edge that transfers ink (durometer/shape varies).  

- **Handle**: Holds the blade; can be wood, aluminum, or plastic.  

- **Edge Angle**: Sharp (for detail) or rounded (for coverage).  

---

2. Types of Squeegees**  

*(Visual: Compare different squeegees side by side)*  

| Type          | Best For                | Blade Hardness (Durometer) |  

|---------------|-------------------------|----------------------------|  

| **Standard**  | General printing        | 60-70 Shore A              |  

| **Hard Blade**| High-detail prints      | 75-90 Shore A              |  

| **Soft Blade**| Textile/uneven surfaces | 55-60 Shore A              |  

| **Dual-Duro** | Versatile use           | Mixed hardness (e.g., 70/90)|  

---

3. Choosing the Right Squeegee  

**Factors to Consider:**  

- **Ink Type**: Water-based (softer blade) vs. plastisol (harder blade).  

- **Mesh Count**: Higher mesh = sharper blade angle.  

- **Material**: Fabric (softer) vs. posters (harder).  

**Pro Tip:**  

- *Replace blades when worn or nicked to avoid uneven prints.*  

---

4. Squeegee Techniques**  

*(Visual: Show hand positioning and angles)*  

- **Angle**: 45°–75° (steeper for detail, shallow for flood coats).  

- **Pressure**: Consistent, firm strokes.  

- **Stroke Speed**: Moderate for even ink deposit.  

5. Maintenance & Longevity**  

- Clean blades with ink remover after use.  

- Store horizontally to avoid warping.  

- Rotate blades for even wear.  

**Did You Know?**  

*Auto presses use pneumatic squeegees for high-volume printing!*  

---

**Final Graphic Suggestion:**  

- Use icons (blade types, angles, ink drops).  

- Add a comparison table/image for quick reference.  

- Include a "Troubleshooting" section (e.g., "Streaks? Check blade damage!").  

Let me know if you’d like the content adapted for a specific format (e.g., PowerPoint, Instagram carousel)!
